[Clinical studies of intermittent hepatic arterial occlusion with infusion chemotherapy for unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma associated with arterioportal or arteriovenous shunts].
Intermittent hepatic artery occlusion combined with infusion chemotherapy is a newly devised methodology. A double lumen balloon catheter was surgically inserted into the hepatic artery. Through the catheter, fluorouracil (5-Fu) was continuously infused and mitomycin (MMC) or adriamycin (ADM) was injected in one-shot at the time of blood flow occlusion. This new methodology was performed in 19 patients who had unresectable hepatocellular carcinoma. Although five of 19 cases had arterioportal (A-P) or arteriovenous (A-V) shunts, four of them also responded well and objective anti-tumor effects resulted. In addition, complications associated with A-P or A-V shunts such as bleeding from the digestive tract due to portal hypertension were well managed by this new methodology.